INSTINCT, INTELLIGENCE AND CHARACTER

we recognize the suggestio falsi when it concerns a neutral
matter like the shape of a card, do we always do so when
it concerns the form of an opinion, political, religious, or
aesthetic ? In this realm of testing suggestibility Binet
was again an early pioneer, and one of his experiments is
very instructive to the teacher. A card was shown to each
of a large number of children who were afterwards questioned
as to the objects attached to the card. These included a
button, a postage stamp, a small picture of a crowd outside
some gates, etc. Before being questioned, the children
were divided into three groups. To one group the questions
were put in a perfectly straightforward non-suggestive way,
as " How was the button fastened to the card ? " [Even
this suggests that it was fastened.] To a second group
a more suggestive form was used, viz.: " The button was
sewn on to the card by thread, was it not ? " The third
group was asked, ** What was the colour of the thread by
which the button was fastened to the card ? "

Now the button was in fact glued on, and there was no
thread there. The three sections of the class responded
as might be expected, the last group being almost unanimous
in accepting the suggestion that thread was used. The
first lesson for the teacher is to beware lest his questions
are worded so as to suggest too strongly one particular
answer. The teacher is not entirely forbidden, as is the
advocate in a court of law, to ask suggestive questions.
But he should know clearly that he is asking them and for
what purpose, and on the whole he should avoid them, lest
he deceive himself as to his pupil's ability.

But a still more important lesson to learn, one dealing
not merely with teaching technique, but with fundamental
principles, is that we may, all unconsciously, be assuming
in our teaching that the button is sewn on, and be busying
ourselves only with the colour of possibly non-existent
thread. In matters of aesthetic taste, of religion, or of
politics we are peculiarly liable to word all our teachings and
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